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chairman made a long talk in which he said that the girl had made
mistakes before marriage, that she had a bad reputation, that she had
"caught" the boy at a "squaw dance" and had not entered into mar-
riage with him after customary and proper negotiations between the
two families, that for this reason they had got off to a bad start, but
that she had apparently settled down and.was trying to live decently.
He suggested that their families build them a hogan several miles
from where they now lived, where they would be alone, and that
each family contribute some sheep and goats to the young couple.
He asked the husband and wife if they were agreeable to this. They
were.
Then everyone shook hands all round, the members of the two
families with each other and with the peacemakers. The tension
was broken by friendly laughter and joking.
When such an attempt at reconciliation fails and one partner still
is reluctant to break up the marriage, he or she is likely to make a
somewhat formalized speech in the presence of relatives from one
or both families. The speech will run along these lines:
It's no use. My wife (husband) has got the best of everything. You
other people have tried the best you could for me. But my wife (hus-
band) wants to quit anyway. She (he) has done all these things: [reiter-
ates list of grievances]. It's all through, all over with. There is nothing
more to say about it.
SEX LIFE
IT may be doubted whether sex is at first a strong bond in Navaho
marriages that are arranged. The man can obtain extramarital
sexual satisfaction with a minimum of inconvenience. Evidence in-
dicates that girls who are virgins do not find much pleasure in inter-
course for some time. Probably some of this difficulty is due to the
practice of many mothers, who tell their daughters that first inter-
course will be painful.
After the couple has become sexually adjusted, the element of
sexual attraction may become very powerful. Despite the rarity of
romantic love, Navahos are often the victims of strong sexual jeal-
ousy, and even between well-adjusted pairs jealous quarrels are
frequent. Partly, no doubt, this is because sexual rights are property
rights, and it is an insult to the pride of possession to know or suspect
that one is sharing with an outsider. There is a strong probability